
Doubting Thomas & Show Me Phillip 

PLUS: Put It In Writing (inside)  
(this is also on my website with clickable links for 3 translations) 

First … it was Thomas who led the group in wanting to follow Jesus even if it meant dying! 

When Jesus announced that Lazarus was dead, but that they should go to him … this is how 

Thomas responded: 

14 So Jesus then told them plainly, “Lazarus has died. 15 I’m glad for you that I wasn’t there so 
that you may believe. But let’s go to him.” 16 Then Thomas (called “Twin”) said to his fellow 
disciples, “Let’s go so that we may die with Him.” (John 11:14-16 HCSB)  

OK … I will grant you that Thomas was getting a little carried away … after all, Jesus merely 

had said that Lazarus had died (after being sick)! But it does show that Thomas had some 

passion and gusto (as well as Peter and the Sons of Thunder). 

A little later, we see that Thomas also REALLY wanted to follow Jesus (and that Phillip was 

the one who needed to SEE … to have it SHOWN to him): 

1 “Your heart must not be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in Me.2 In My Father’s house 
are many dwelling places; if not, I would have told you. I am going away to prepare a place for 
you. 3 If I go away and prepare a place for you, I will come back and receive you to Myself, so 
that where I am you may be also.4 You know the way to where I am going.” 
5 “Lord,” Thomas said, “we don’t know where You’re going. How can we know the way?” 
6 Jesus told him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through Me. 7 “If you know Me, you will also know My Father. From now on you do know Him 
and have seen Him.” 
8 “Lord,” said Philip, “show us the Father, and that’s enough for us.” 
9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been among you all this time without your knowing 
Me, Philip? The one who has seen Me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show 
us the Father’? (John 11:14-16 HCSB)  

OK … so now we see that Thomas really did want to follow Jesus, but he merely wanted Jesus 

to TELL him… however, it was Phillip who said “SHOW US” (hmmm should we then refer to 

him as “show me Phillip“?) 

48 His betrayer [Judas] had given them a sign: “The One I kiss, He’s the One; arrest Him!” 49 So 
he went right up to Jesus and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed Him. 
50 “Friend,” Jesus asked him, “why have you come?” 

Then they came up, took hold of Jesus, and arrested Him. 51 At that moment one of those with 
Jesus reached out his hand and drew his sword. He struck the high priest’s slave and cut off his 
ear. 52 Then Jesus told him, “Put your sword back in its place because all who take up a sword 
will perish by a sword. 53 Or do you think that I cannot call on My Father, and He will provide 



Me at once with more than 12 legions of angels?54 How, then, would the Scriptures be fulfilled 
that say it must happen this way?” 
55 At that time Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you come out with swords and clubs, as if I were 
a criminal, to capture Me? Every day I used to sit, teaching in the temple complex, and you 
didn’t arrest Me. 56 But all this has happened so that the prophetic Scriptures would be 
fulfilled.”Then all the disciples deserted Him and ran away. (Matthew 26:48-56 HCSB)  

So it is clear that not just Thomas and Phillip deserted Jesus but that they all did!  And after the 

resurrection, Mary Magdalene saw Jesus alive again first. But when she went to tell the others, 

they all didn’t believe her (not just Thomas). 

9 Early on the first day of the week, after He had risen, He appeared first to Mary Magdalene, 
out of whom He had driven seven demons. 10 She went and reported to those who had been with 
Him, as they were mourning and weeping. 11 Yet, when they heard that He was alive and had 
been seen by her, they did not believe it. (Mark 16:9-11 HCSB)  

A bit later, Jesus confirms the fact that they all had not believed he had risen: 

14 Later, He [Jesus] appeared to the Eleven themselves as they were reclining at the table. He 
rebuked their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they did not believe those who 
saw Him after He had been resurrected. (Mark 16:14 HCSB)  

But it was John who reported that Thomas had wanted to SEE before he would believe! 

24 But one of the Twelve, Thomas (called “Twin”), was not with them when Jesus came. 25 So 
the other disciples kept telling him, “We have seen the Lord!” 

But he said to them, “If I don’t see the mark of the nails in His hands, put my finger into the 
mark of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will never believe!” (John 20:24-25 HCSB)  

Poor, poor Thomas. The others hadn’t believed without seeing either, and Jesus had rebuked 

them all for not believing. But Thomas was not there the first time Jesus appeared the the 

apostles, so he missed out on His first appearance to them.  And, just like they all were before, 

he did not believe (today we often refer to this as “doubting”).  But then Thomas got his 

visualization! He got to SEE it for himself! 

26 After eight days His disciples were indoors again, and Thomas was with them. Even though 
the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them. He said, “Peace to you!” Then He 
said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and observe My hands. Reach out your hand and put it 
into My side. Don’t be an unbeliever, but a believer.” 
28 Thomas responded to Him, “My Lord and my God!” 
29 Jesus said, “Because you have seen Me, you have believed. Those who believe without seeing 
are blessed.” (John 20:26-29 HCSB)  

My conclusion from this is simple.  Many people need to SEE something. They need to 

visualize things. So, let’s help them with this. Let’s give them things to see, things to visualize! 

Let’s make our prayers tangible as well as effective! Consider writing a prayer! 



PUT IT IN WRITING! (this is also on my website with clickable links for 3 translations) 

Even the king was to write out scriptures! 

18 As soon as this king takes the royal throne, he must write out a copy of this law for himself 
on a scroll with the Levitical priests looking on.19 He must keep this copy with him and read it 
every day, so that he will learn to fear the Eternal his God and to obey everything in the law 
and remember all these regulations very carefully in order to do them. (Deuteronomy 17:18-19) 

God has asked many people to write down his word, his prophecy or visions. But I think how 

God asked this of Habakkuk is interesting: 

2 And the Lord answered me and said, Write the vision and engrave it so plainly upon tablets 
that everyone who passes may [be able to] read [it easily and quickly] as he hastens by. 
(Habakkuk 2:2 Amplified) 

God asked the Israelites to write another copy of His law! 

Moses (commanding the people, with Israel’s elders supporting him):  

Obey all the commands I’m giving you today, and listen to the elders when they help you enact 
them.2 When you cross the Jordan into the land the Eternal your God is giving you, set up some 
giant stones and whitewash them with lime. 3 Write each word of this law on them when 
you cross the Jordan to enter the land He is giving you, a land flowing with milk and honey 
that the Eternal, God of your ancestors, promised you. (Deuteronomy 27:1-3 Voice) 

God also asked the Israelites to write down His words on their doorposts: 

18 “Imprint these words of mine on your hearts and minds, bind them as a sign on your hands, 
and let them be a symbol on your foreheads. 19 Teach them to your children talking about them 
when you sit in your house and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when 
you get up. 20 Write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates, 21 so that as long 
as the heavens are above the earth, your days and those of your children may be many in the 
land the Lord swore to give your fathers. (Deuteronomy 11:18-21 HCSB) 

And Psalm 102 refers again to the Israelites needing to write down all the things God has done 

for them: 

18 Write down for the coming generation what the Lord has done, 
    so that people not yet born will praise him. (Psalm 102:18 Good News Translation) 

God asked Moses to write down His words: 

27 The Lord also said to Moses, “Write down these words, for I have made a covenant with you 
and with Israel based on these words.” (Exodus 34:27 HCSB) 

  



God asked Isaiah to write down His words: 

So, go on—write all this down on a tablet in their presence; 
    inscribe it on a scroll as a permanent record 
So people will know about it forever. (Isaiah 30:8 Voice) 

God asked Jeremiah to write His words in a book (or scroll): 

The word which came to Jeremiah from the Lord, saying, 2 “Thus says the Lord, the God of 
Israel, ‘Write all the words which I have spoken to you in a book. (Jeremiah 30:1-2 NASB) 

Joshua wrote down God’s words: 

25 So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, and made for them a statute and an 
ordinance in Shechem. 26 And Joshua wrote these words in the book of the law of God; and he 
took a large stone and set it up there under the oak that was by the sanctuary of the Lord. 
(Joshua 24:25-26) 

God asked John to write down His words: 

9 I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation, kingdom, and endurance that are in 
Jesus, was on the island called Patmos because of God’s word and the testimony about Jesus. 10 I 
was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and I heard a loud voice behind me like a 
trumpet 11 saying,“Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the seven churches: Ephesus, 
Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea.” (Revelation 1:9-11 HCSB) 

Samuel wrote the words and placed them in the presence of the Lord: 

25 Samuel proclaimed to the people the rights of kingship. He wrote them on a scroll, which 
he placed in the presence of the Lord. Then Samuel sent all the people away, each to his home. 
(1Samuel 10:25 HCSB) 

Paul kept writing and writing to God’s people: 

It is time that I wrap up these thoughts to you, my brothers and sisters. Rejoice in the Lord! (I 
don’t mind writing these things over and over to you, as I know it keeps you safe.) 
(Philippians 3:1 Voice) 

Even God himself wrote down his instructions! 

18 When God had finished giving these instructions to Moses on Mount Sinai, He gave Moses the 
two stone tablets as a witness to their agreement inscribed by the very finger of God. 
(Exodus 31:18) 
12 Now the Lord said to Moses, “Come up to Me on the mountain and remain there, and I will 
give you the stone tablets with the law and the commandment which I have written for their 
instruction.” (Exodus 24:12 NASB) 


